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and operate to suffocate reflection. On all such subjects men have but
to think and they will neither act wrong nor be misled. To say that any
people are not fit for freedom is to make poverty their choice, and to
say they hud rather be loaded with taxes than not. If such a case could
be proved it would equally prove that those who govern are not fit to
govern them, for they are a part of the same national mass.

But admitting Governments to be changed all over Europe; it cer-
tainly may be done without convulsion or revenge. It is not worth making
changes or Revolutions, unless it be for some great national benefit: and
when this shall appear to a Nation the danger will be as in America and
France, to those who oppose; and with this reflection I close my preface.

THOMAS PAINE.
LONDON, February 9, 1792.

INTRODUCTION
WHAT Archimedes said of the mechanical powers may be applied to rea-
son and liberty, "Had we" said he, "a place to stand upon, we might
raise the world"
The Revolution of America presented in politics what was only theory
in mechanics. So deeply rooted were all the Governments of the old world,
and so effectually had the tyranny and the antiquity of habit estab-
lished itself over the mind, that no beginning could be made in Asia,
Africa, or Europe, to reform the political condition of man. Freedom had
been hunted round the globe; reason was considered as rebellion; and
the slavery of fear had made men afraid to think,
But such is the irresistible nature of truth that all it asks, and all it
wants, is the liberty of appearing. The sun needs no inscription to distin-
guish him from darkness; and no sooner did the American Governments
display themselves to the world than despotism felt a shock and man
began to contemplate redress,
The Independence of America, considered merely as a separation from
England, would have been a matter of but little importance, had it not
been accompanied by a Revolution in the principles and practice of Gov-
ernments. She made a stand, not for herself only, but for the world, and
looked beyond the advantages herself could receive. Even the Hessian,
though hired to fight against her, may live to bless his defeat; and Eng-
land, condemning the viciousne&s of its Government, rejoice in its mis-
carriage.